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UK Atlantic Coast Route 
of Traditional Salt Making

Look  out for the 
ECOSAL logo at 
participating sites
www.bournemouth.ac.uk/ecosal-atlantis/

The UK route of ECOSAL has 
been started in five Atlantic 
coast regions. Each area has 
a lead site which has signed 
up to promote the Route and 
to act as a network champion 
for their region. Sites have 
varied amounts of interpreta-
tion, but each is well known 
locally.

The Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONBs) and 
National Parks, both UK 
landscape designations, are 
host to a large number of old 
salt making sites. Collectively 
they are providing interpreta-
tion and interest for the visitor.

Scotland - Bucket Pots, Salt Slave Workers and Smuggling

The story of salt making in Scotland can be found at sites all 
around the coast. Many only made salt for a brief period of time. 
Physical remains survive in the remotest places, like Brora and 
Eday, whilst others in more economically active towns such as 
Saltcotes were demolished and the sites were redeveloped for 
other industries. There are concentrations on the Rhinns of 
Galloway (perhaps cover for smuggling from Ireland), and on the 
outer Firths of Clyde and Forth linked to the adjacent coalfields 
and supplying an important export trade as well as the local 
fishing industries.

The importance of salt making was underlined at the beginning of 
the eighteenth century when salt making was mentioned in Article 8 
of the Act of Union between Scotland and England in 1707.
Salt smuggling between England, Scotland and Ireland evaded the 
Salt Tax. Until 1775 Scottish salt workers could be sold along with 
their salt works, treating them like goods and chattels.

Bucket Pots
Sea water captured in rock cut basins at high tide and was 
bucketed into pan houses. Later and larger works used 
windmills and even steam engines to raise the seawater into 
storage tanks feeding into the panhouses.

www.visiteday.com/
The most northerly, and remote, site in 
the ECOSAL route. 12 salt pans are 
recorded as being built about 1633, 
and a charter exists for salt making in 
1672. Salt making used island peat to 
evaporate sea water. The apsidal ends 
have now been largely washed away.

Calf of Eday, Orkney

www.canmore.rcahms.gov.uk/en/
site/39803/ 
Salt was made here between 1710 and 
1735. Pans were made in Dalkeith and 
transported to Arran in sections with 
salters commissioned from Saltcoats 
and Bowness. The salt house  retains 
the vaulted furnace and stone piers on 
which the pan was mounted. Also a 
girnal and ranges for workers and 
colliers dwellings and accommodation 
for salt excise officers.

Cock of Arran

www.fife-education.org.uk/energy/ 
SaltPans/info.htm
Described in 1790 as ‘One of the 
neatest and best contrived salt-works 
upon the coast’. Sir John Anstruther 
and Robert Fall established the 
Newark Coal and Salt Company in 
1771 - a windmill pumped up seawater 
from rock-cut tanks on the foreshore to 
supply a row of nine panhouses.

St Monans, Fife

www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/
sc-40332
Built c.1760 with accommodation 
above the salt pans. Described as the 
most complete upstanding remains of 
the salt boiling industry in Scotland. 
Prestwick burgh records suggest the 
industry existed by 1480.
Currently owned by the St Nicholas 
Golf Course, there are no plans for 
restoration at present and they remain 
on the Buildings at Risk Register.

Maryborough Salt Works, Prestwick There were a string of salt works constructed on Scotland’s 
east coast, many on the Firth of Forth, where the remains at 
St Monans, Fife have been excavated. They are easily 
accessed and have interpretation panels.

East Coast Sites

www.shorewatch.co.uk/brora/
Adjacent to the most northerly coal pits 
in Britain. Established in 1598 by Lady 
Jean Gordon, Countess of Sutherland 
and her son, John the 12th Earl of 
Sutherland.
There were three successive works - 
the last was closed in 1825 following 
the abolition of the Salt Tax.

Brora, Sutherland

www.canmore.rcahms.gov.uk/en/site/
60380/details/salt+pans+bay
+galdenoch/
This small remote saltworks worked 
from at least 1741 until the late 18th 
century, burning peat fuel and 
probably using a natural rockpool as 
its bucket pot. The ruins of the 
panhouse, other buildings, and 
enclosures can be traced.

Galdenoch, Dumfries and Galloway

The Ecosal network in Scotland is supported by The SCAPE 
Trust, a charity that seeks to research, conserve and promote 
the archaeology of Scotland's coast. SCAPE is especially 
interested in remains that are threatened by coastal erosion.
www.scapetrust.org/

South and South West England - Salinas, Salt Marshes and 
Cornish Sea Salt
The South and Southwest  region has salt 
making remains dating from the prehistoric to 
the present day. At Lymington the warm dry 
climate of the Solent allowed partial-solar 
saltmaking, producing an environment 
reminiscent of the French solar sites, coupled 
with very English brick-built salthouses.
A modern salt making company has estab-
lished itself in Cornwall close to the Celtic site 
of Trebarveth but historic sites in Devon can 
now only be found in documents.

Field monuments of Roman salt making 
practices can be found on the Somerset 
levels with more recent activities at Dunbell 
Salt Works, Puriton where coal was brought 
over the Bristol Channel from South Wales.
Museums  at St. Barbe, Lymington and 
Helston, Cornwall display and interpret their 
local salt making heritage.
Many salt marshes are now protected as 
nature reserves and some are looked after by 
the RSPB, such as at Arne in Poole Harbour, 
Dorset.

www.museumsincornwall.org.
uk/museums/helston-folk--
museum
Helston Museum has a 
display case dedicated to 
the excavations at 
Trebarveth. 
Also an excellent local 
history museum with salt 
boxes, salting troughs and a 
rare copper salt saw.

Helston Museum, Cornwall

www.historiccornwall.org.uk/
a2m/rom_british/salt_making
_site/trebarveth/
trebarveth.htm
Excavated in 1979 the 
Roman salt making site is  
being eroded into the sea. 
A short walk along the 
coastal footpath from 
Coverack. This site was the 
inspiration for the creation of 
the new Cornish Sea Salt 
Company.

Trebarveth, Cornwall

www.everytrail.com/guide/
landscape-walks-newtown
There are  two lagoons 
where salt pans operated 
from medieval times through 
to the late C19th. There are 
brick remains of the former 
saltworks where brine from 
the lagoons was pumped 
into vats and heated to 
evaporate water and create 
salt. Today the saltpans 
provide an important habitat 
for rare species such as 
Lagoon Shrimps and Brittle 
Stars.

Newtown, Isle of Wight

www.dorsetaonb.org.uk/
wildlife/199-arne.html
At the RSPB Arne Reserve 
you can experience the 
environment of Poole 
Harbour with its varied bird 
and animal life. Discover the 
long history of the area 
which had salt works from 
the Iron Age at the 
developing interpretation 
centre and events 
programme.

Poole Harbour, Dorset

www.stbarbe-museum.org.uk/
www.lymington.org/history/
thesaltindustry.html
Salt works stretched along 
the coast from Lymington to 
Hurst Spit, mainly around 
Oxey and Pennington 
marshes. Today this area is 
part of a Nature Reserve.

Lymington, Hampshire

At Lymington, many of the evaporation 
basins of former salterns have now been 
re-landscaped to form larger ‘brackish 
lagoons’, which are a highly specialised 
habitat and are rare both in Atlantic Europe 
and in the UK.
These sheltered aquatic habitats are 
colonised by an assemblage of invertebrate 
species that are particularly tolerant of a wide 
range of salinity that is distinct from estuarine 
and other marine ecosystems. Species 
include the lagoon cockle (Cerastoderma 
glaucum), ragworms and various crustaceans 
such as the lagoon sand shrimp (Gammarus 
insensibilis). The spectacular starlet sea 
anemone (Nematostella vectensis) is found at 
very high densities within some of the 
lagoons. Although species diversity is low, 
high densities and biomass of invertebrates 
provide important prey for over-wintering 
migratory birds, such as Black-tailed Godwits 
and breeding birds such as Terns and now 
Avocets.
The brine tanks and possibly the evaporating 
basins of the Lymington salterns were once a 
home for the brine shrimp or ‘sea monkey’  
(Artemia salina) which is characteristic of the 
fauna of evaporating basins and crystallisa-
tion ponds of active salinas in southern 
Europe.

Brine shrimps brought to the attention of the scientific 
community were specimens from Lymington. They were 
drawn in 1756 by Schosser and classified by the great 
taxonomist Carl Linnaeus in 1758.

Cheshire, Merseyside & Lancashire - Rock Salt Mines, Open 
Pans and Refineries

Cumbria - Sleeching, Salt 
Marshes and Dr Brownrigg

Northern Ireland - Bucket Pots, Open Pans and Rock Salt

Wales - Post-medieval Salt Works, Refineries and Halen Mon

Salt was required in large quantities throughout West Cumbria for the 
fishing industry. Salt pans stretched from the head of the Solway to 
Millom in the south. 
Much of the agricultural landscape which can be seen today on the 
Solway Plain can be attributed to the works of the Cistercian Monks of 
Holm Cultram Abbey, Abbeytown. They founded their abbey in 1150 
when Cumberland was in Scottish hands.
They made salt from the sea at many sites along the stretch of 
coastline, which would later become The Solway Coast Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. Earthwork remains of a small sleeching 
site can be found near Newton Arlosh, beside the access track onto 
Newton Marsh. Interpretation about the birds on the Solway can also 
be found at the RSPB’s Campfield Marsh Reserve.

www.whitehavenandwesternlakeland.co.
uk/people/brownrigg.htm
William Brownrigg MD FRS 
(1711-1800) practised medicine at 24, 
Queen St, Whitehaven. In 1748 he 
wrote The Art of Making Common Salt 
in Most Parts of the World with Several 
Improvements Proposed in the Art for 
the Use of the British Dominions. His 
work changed how salt was made in 
open pans.
He is buried at Crosthwaite Church, 
Keswick.

William Brownrigg

www.thebeacon-whitehaven.co.uk/
The interactive Beacon is awash with 
the history of Whitehaven and 
Copeland, including the involvement 
in salt making by the Lowther family 
from the 1630s.
Easy access to five floors, guided 
tours, gallery exhibitions, events and 
educational services.

The Beacon, Whitehaven

www.rspb.org.uk/reserves/guide/c/
campfieldmarsh/
The reserve is made up of a mosaic of 
saltmarsh, peatbogs, farmland and 
wet grassland. Trails lead to a 
wheelchair accessible hide looking 
out over the marsh where lapwings, 
redshanks and snipe breed in the 
summer and thousands of swans, 
ducks and geese spend the winter.

Campfield Marsh, Bowness on Solway

www.solwaycoastaonb.org.uk/
The Solway Coast Discovery Centre 
provides an informative look at the 
development of the Solway Coast over 
10,000 years. Mini-cinema, gallery, 
exhibitions, information and shop.

The Discovery Centre, Silloth

Crosscanonby
www.visitcumbria.com/wc/crosscanonby.
htm
The Crosscanonby salt pans were built 
in 1634 and probably closed in the late 
C18th. The site has unusual features.  
It is thought that seawater was piped 
from a wooden structure on the 
foreshore (visible at low tide) and 
pumped into two stone-lined circular 
tanks for storage and settling, before 
boiling in the coal-fuelled panhouse.

Tomb of John Smith, St John’s Church 
Crosscanonby

www.visitcumbria.com/wc/crosscanonby-
st-john-the-evangelists-church.htm
The tomb of John Smith, salt officer, 
can be seen at Crosscanonby Church. 
He is depicted working at his desk. 
The inscription by his wife records that 
he worked at Netherhall and 
Crosscanonby pans for 29 years and 
died at the age of 64 in 1730.

Bank End, Maryport Esplanade
To the north of Maryport are rock cut 
features in the foreshore at Bank End, 
the remains of the Netherhall Salt 
Works. Features like this are also found 
in County Antrim, Northern Ireland.

Salt pans at Ballycastle were first mentioned 
in the will of the Earl of Antrim in 1629. A map 
of 1790 shows the ‘old salt pans’ and Hugh 
Boyd’s ‘tram-road’ to take coals and salt to 
his new harbour at the Quay in Ballycastle. 
The industrial developments of coal mining, 
salt making and glass works are important 
industrial heritage in the area.

Hugh Boyd inherited the estate in 1711, aged 
21. He became manager of Ballycastle 
Colliery Salt Works and Co. and quickly 
began expanding the business. His greatest 
legacy lies in the development of the collieries 
and the construction of the harbour to ship 
coal to Dublin and Belfast, establishing 
Ballycastle as a vibrant industrial centre and 
fuelling the Irish Industrial Revolution.

Ballycastle, Antrim

The story of salt making in Northern Ireland 
can be found in the series of sites along the 
coast east of Ballycastle. Little is known about 
medieval or earlier saltmaking in Northern 
Ireland. From the end of the 17th century until 
1825, the English and Scottish Salt Laws 
imposed heavy taxes on salt manufactured in 
both countries, but allowed the export of 
Cheshire rock-salt to Ireland where there was 
no tax.

As a result, many salt refineries were set up 
on the Irish coasts, using Cheshire rock-salt 
to produce white salt which was smuggled 
back into England, Wales and Scotland as 
well as supplying the local fishing industry.
Salt has been extracted from the rock-salt 
beds beneath the Carrickfergus area since 
1851. The Kilroot mine has operated since 
1966 - the rock-salt is used for gritting roads 
throughout Ireland and is exported to 
England, Scotland, and the USA.

Culture and Salt Bio-diversity of Salinas and Salt 
Marshes
The saltmarsh landscape is wild and flat and 
characterised by a specialised community of 
salt-loving plants known as halophytes. 
Amongst these is ‘glasswort’ or ‘marsh 
samphire’ (Salicornia) that may be found at 
lower tidal levels and in particularly muddy 
regions. This plant is used for culinary 
purposes as a ‘poor-mans-asparagus’, 
although it is actually quite a delicacy and on 
the continent is now being cultivated in some 
salinas as part of market diversification. 

Other plants include sea lavender and the 
cord grass Spartina anglica, a tall and 
vigorous plant that originated as a result of a 
genetic mutation from an infertile hybrid 
between the native European Spartina and an 
American Spartina species.  

The vegetation gives some shelter to 
migratory water birds such as curlew and 
redshank, which feed on small snails known 
as Hydrobia, ragworms and crustacea within 
the mud and pools between the plants.

The Solway salt marshes are grazed by 
sheep and cattle throughout the year, this 
keeps the sward height very low, much like a 
playing field. This management is vital for the 
wintering flocks of wildfowl (ducks, geese and 
swans) which over-winter on the Solway in 
their thousands. Pink footed geese, whooper 
swans and barnacle geese share the grazing 
in the marsh with wigeon, teal and pintail 
ducks.

In summer the marshes are home to 
breeding terns, waders such as redshank 
and oystercatcher and colonies of gulls. The
biodiversity of salt tolerant plants is based on
their salt tolerance with certain species 
toward the intertidal zone and other, less salt 
tolerant plants, at the landward edge.

St Bees Priory was already using coal in the 13th century at its 
saltworks near Whitehaven (perhaps at Saltom), and a 
coal-fuelled panhouse salt industry developed on the West 
Cumberland coalfield from the 17th century, before being
overwhelmed by competition from Cheshire in the later 18th 
century. In the 1850s, a saltworks at Silloth attempted to revive 
the industry by refining Irish rock-salt from Carrickfergus using
Cumberland coal as fuel.

www.oracleireland.com/salt/index.php
Rock salt was discovered in Ireland in 
the 1800’s when exploring for coal. 
The salt deposits are the same as 
found in Cheshire, England and stretch 
as far as Russia. There is no public 
access to the rock salt mine at 
Carrickfergus.

Carrickfergus Rock Salt 
Mine

www.ccght.org/
The Causeway Coast and Glens 
Heritage Trust manages the AONBs of 
the Antrim Coast and Glens and the 
Causeway Coast. They have policies 
for biodiversity, wild life and heritage 
with community involvement, activities 
and events.

Causeway Coast and 
Glens Trust

The collection of sea water 
is unique at the natural 
feature known locally as 
‘the Devil’s Churn’ where 
sea water was stored in a 
‘bucket pot’ cave,carved 
out of the living rock. The 
site is marked on William 
Ayres beautifully illustrated 
map of 1817.

Remains of salt making are 
being eroded into the sea. 
A rare survival at Ballycastle 
is a wrought iron salt pan 
which is similar to those at 
Lion Salt Works, Cheshire 
with iron plates riveted 
together. It survives in the 
exact spot it was used.

The Devil’s Churn, Antrim

Ballycastle Museum, 
Antrim
www.niarchive.org/
Ballycastle/
Ballycastle Museum is part of the 
Northern Ireland Community Archive, 
an innovative new web portal that aims 
to increase access to the rich diversity 
of Northern Ireland’s heritage and 
enable communities to create their 
own online archives celebrating their 
cultural heritage.

In north Lancashire there was 
extensive saltmaking around 
Morecambe Bay where 
sleeching was probably the 
main method. So far as we 
know there was little medieval 
coastal saltmaking south of 
the Ribble, probably due to 
the dominance of transported 
Cheshire salt.
In Cheshire, the 'wich' towns 
can trace their salt heritage 

back to before the Roman 
conquest.  Middlewich and 
Northwich thrived on the 
transport advantages from the 
use of the Weaver Navigation 
and the Trent and Mersey 
Canal (1777) for  carrying in 
coal and exporting white salt 
and rock salt.

The use of wild brine pumping 
and collapsed rock salt mines 

have left legacies that now 
provide a diverse wildlife 
environment that is used for 
recreational purposes 
between Frodsham and 
Nantwich for instance at 
Ashton and Neumans Flash. 
The Anderton Lift links the 
river and canal, and other arts 
and heritage of the area can 
be found at the Weaver Hall 
Gallery, Northwich.

The story of salt making in Wales can be 
found at three main sites - a new producer, a 
salt marsh and an archaeological site.
You can visit the Anglesey Sea Salt Company 
on the Menai Strait at Brynsiencyn and buy 
direct from the producer. The history of salt 
making at Traeth Maelgwyn is found in 
documents while the salt marsh and the birds 
it attracts can be visited at the RSPB reserve 
at Ynys-Hir. The best surviving example of a 
brine reservoir can be found at Port Eynon on 
the Gower peninsular.

Other sites have different stories to tell. Sites 
at Mostyn, Flint, Holyhead and the Gnoll 
Estate, Neath have been destroyed by later 
industrial developments.
At Laugharne the saltmarsh has been 
reclaimed, and the last remains of the 
saltworks are now on private farmland, but 
Acts of Parliament in 1704 allowed it and 
Ynys Halen (Salt Island), Holyhead to use 
rock salt to strengthen sea water.
The story of how salt was imported is told at 
the Tudor Merchants House, Tenby and 
industrial and cultural stories are told at Mold, 
Swansea, Cardiff and St Fagans Museums.

www..halenmon.com
Anglesey Sea Salt Company 
at Brynsciencyn makes its 
Halen Môn salt crystals from 
waters drawn from the 
Menai Straits. Halen is 
Welsh for salt. Halen Môn 
welcomes visitors to this 
quiet location situated in a 
designated Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty 
on the Anglesey Coastal 
Footpath.

Anglesey Sea Salt Company

www.coflein.gov.uk/en/site/
506291/details/TRAETH+
MAELGWYN+SALT+WORKS/
A short-lived saltworks was 
set up here in the 1560s, by 
German experts.  Seawater 
was concentrated in solar 
ponds before being boiled 
in large panhouses.
Earthworks survive on the 
marsh.

Traeth Maelgwyn, Ceredigion

On the south coast of the 
Gower peninsular this C16th 
salt works collected sea 
water for evaporation in 
pans to make white salt. 
Impressive stone building 
with storage tanks. 
Excavations uncovered a 
brine pump for raising the 
sea water.

Port Eynon, Gower, Swansea

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
tudor-merchants-house/
Step into the world of a
successful C16th merchant 
and his family. Discover the
merchant's shop and 
working kitchen on the 
ground floor. At this time salt 
was being imported to 
Wales through harbours like
Tenby from France and 
Spain.

Tudor Merchant House, Tenby

St Fagans, Cardiff
www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/
stfagans/
One of Europe’s most 
popular open air museums. 
There are over 40 original 
buildings from various 
historical periods recreated 
in 100 acre parkland. 
Houses such as Nant 
Wallter, from Taliaris, 
Carmarthanshire have ‘salt 
box’ niches built into the wall 
next to the fire.

www.peoplescollectionwales
.co.uk/Item/54673-buckley-
pottery-model-dog
The Buckley Pottery is 
famous, but perhaps not so 
well known for its production 
of salt glazed wares. The 
local salt works at Flint and 
Mostyn are now destroyed, 
but the salt glazed ceramics 
still live on. There is a 
collection on display at 
Buckley Library, Mold.

Buckley Museum, Flintshire

The Dungeon

www.btinternet.com/~m.royden/
mrlhp/local/salt/dungeon.htm
17th century salt refinery site near 
Speke on the River Mersey which 
operated until the mid 1840s  
Underground brick storage tanks 
remain and the sandstone walls 
forming the quayside.  Accessible from 
the coastal footpath linking Hale with 
Garston.

Hilbre Island

www.deeesuary.co.uk/hilbre/index.htm
Short lived 17th century salt refinery 
site located on Hilbre Island on the 
River Dee accessible during low tide.
Rock cut features on beach for 
collecting sea water survive and 
earthworks on the island identify 
locations of pan house and storage 
cisterns. Consultation of tide tables 
and crossing times essential.

www.erringtonreay.co.uk
The only surviving licensed 
salt glazed pottery in the UK 
delivers unique salt glazed 
planters and garden pots to 
garden centres across the 
country.

Errington Reay Bardon Mill, Hexham

www.creigiaumawrpottery
.com
Richard Daniels sources 
clays and slips from his 
local area and uses local 
sea salt to get the varied 
effects that makes each 
firing a new experience.

Creigiau Mawr Pottery, Carreglefn, 
Anglesey

www.mickisaltglaze.co.uk 
Micki Schloessingk is one of 
very few potters making 
contemporary wood-fired 
salt-glazed pots.  She 
imports both her clay and 
salt from the Guérande, 
France.

Bridge Pottery, Cheriton, Gower

Weobley Salt Marsh Lamb
www.gowersaltmarshlamb
.co.uk/
On the north shore of the 
Gower peninsula large salt 
marshes cover 4000 acres 
of land within the Burry 
Estuary. The sheep that 
graze on this tidal marsh 
gain their main nourishment 
from this unique pasture, 
which consists of saltmarsh 
grasses, samphire, sorrel, 
sea lavender and thrift.

Historic Food, Wreay Farm, 
Shap, Cumbria

www.historicfood.com
Specialist tuition in a range 
of historic kitchen activities 
includes courses in 
preserving, salting and 
smoking.

Heritage Foods
Salt has a bad press these days but it has a 
vital role to play in preserving food without 
using other chemicals or artificial 
preservatives. Those who use good quality 
salt are also more likely to cook using fresh 
ingredients.

The UK section of the ‘Atlantic Route of 
Traditional Salt Making’ has been developed 
under the leadership of a team based at 
Bournemouth University.

No traditional salt making sites still operate in 
the British Isles, but there are archaeological 
sites and historical evidence that tell the story 
of salt making from our prehistoric past to 
recent times. Many sites have great environ-
mental and wildlife interest.

Our history of salt making has become lost, 
but is as fundamental to our industrial past 
and cultural heritage as the more well-known 
industrial processes and historic sites.

The ECOSAL project links together organisa-
tions and individuals who care for sites of 
traditional salt making or have an interest in 
salt making and its environmental and 
cultural legacy. 

Discover the varied links in museums, 
walking trails, bird and nature reserves, artists 
and gastronomy across the country.

This leaflet outlines the main sites but seek 
out the smaller sites scattered around our 
coast and new sites that emerge, as the 
ECOSAL network grows. Many of the sites 
are to be found in designated Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty and in areas 
managed by environmental organisations 
such as the RSPB and Wildlife Trusts.

It is expected that the network will eventually 
incorporate sites on the coastline of the North 
Sea and Ireland.

Salt-glazed Pottery
Salt-glazed pottery is made by a dramatic 
process of glazing a stoneware clay using 
salt at temperatures of over 1,200°C to create 
a sodium silicate glaze.

www.winsfordrocksalt
mine.co.uk/
Winsford is the location of 
the UK’s main rock salt 
mine. The winding shafts 
can be seen either side of 
the river. There is no public 
access below ground but 
the web site has lots of 
information.

Winsford
www.lionsaltworks.org
The Lion Salt Works was a 
traditionally run family, open 
pan salt works until its 
closure in 1986. It is under 
restoration by Cheshire 
West and Chester Council. 
Northwich has a rich 
heritage linked to the salt 
and chemical industry.

Northwich

www.fleetwoodmuseum.co.uk/
The museum has a replica 
rock salt mine and 
descriptions of both brine 
pumping and rock salt 
mining. The more 
environmentally acceptable 
controlled brine pumping 
was developed at Preesall 
and led to the halting of wild 
brine pumping.

Fleetwood Museum
www.lancashire.gov.uk/acs/
sites/museums/index.asp
The museum, housed in an 
18th century warehouse on 
the waterfront, includes a 
display on salt making 
around Morecambe Bay, 
where sleeching survived 
later than in other areas and 
was described by 16th, 
17th, and 18th century 
writers.

Lancaster Maritime Museum

www.middlewich-
heritage.org.uk
Artefacts from Roman salt 
making sites are on display 
at the library. There are 
plans to establish a heritage 
centre featuring the electric 
brine pump at the former 
Murgatroyds Salt Works. 
Vacuum salt is made today 
in the modern multiple-effect 
evaporators of British Salt 
beside the Trent and Mersey 
Canal.

Middlewich

www.nantwichmuseum.org.uk
Nantwich Museum has salt 
making artefacts from the 
town’s Roman and medieval 
past including a lead salt 
pan and a ‘salt ship’. The 
town promotes local food 
and cheese at annual fairs. 
The local swimming pool 
has retained its outdoor, 
heated brine bath.

Nantwich

Anglesey Sea Salt 
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John Hudson Pottery, West Yorkshire
www.hudsonclaypotter.co.uk
John Hudson’s pots are 
found nationwide in 
museums, period houses 
as well as for television 
period pieces and as 
working examples in the 
kitchen areas of Hampton 
Court. John makes replica 
Wakefield Salt Figurines. 
Dating to c.1560 they were 
symbolic table pieces that 
designated those who 
were ‘above’ or ‘below the 
salt’. Original examples are 
to be found at Cardiff 
Museum.

Samphire was named for the patron saint of fishermen, 
being a corruption of the French ‘Saint Pierre’, growing in 
rocky salt-sprayed regions or in coastal marshes. 
Sometimes called sea asparagus or sea pickle.

Oystercatchers are striking, black and white wading birds 
on the foreshore and marshlands with long bright red 
bills. Their bill is used to break into shellfish, and each 
individual inherits a particular technique from its parents. 
Despite the name, oystercatchers are not known to eat 
oysters and in fact favour mussels.

Historic salt making sites and salt marsh environments 
are important ecosystems that provide essential food, 
refuge or habitat for fish, invertebrates and birds. The 
flowering plants that live there are very specialised, as 
only a few species can tolerate the salty conditions.

Bucket pot at Ballycastle, County Antrim, N Ireland. Photograph by Danny McGill Photographs by Joanna Hambly, Rosemary Joy, David Cranstone, RCAHMS and Andrew 
Fielding
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Photograph by Danny McGill

Photographs by 
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and Andrew Fielding

Photographs by Flintshire Museum Service, 
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Andrew Fielding and Brian Irving. 
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and Andrew Fielding

Llanrhidian Marsh, Gower

Wych House Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire

Cornish Sea Salt Company

Campfield Marsh, Cumbria

Ballycastle rock cut bucket pots
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